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SCHENCK-CROOKE HOUSE
<1-33 Fast Sixty-third Street
Brooklyn, Kings County, New York

Owner: Atlantic, Gulf and Pacyific¢ Company.

Date of Erectiom: 1656,

Architect: No record.
Builder: C;a(:l’, Schierex .
Pregent Condition: Good.

Number of Stories: Ons and a half,

Materials of Construction: Wood.
Other Existing Hecords: See text.

Additional Deta: See following pages.
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THE SCHENCK~CROOKE HOM:STEAD

Bergen Beach (formerly #ill Island), HA8%
Long Isiand, New York City. ﬁf%
£
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location, Date, Histery amnd Autnorities o
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This oid homestead, bullt in 1853, Is reputed to be the
oidest hnuse in ¥ew York State. In 1258 (twenty—two years from
nov) it will be 300 years ol:d. Loeated orizinally on ¥ill Isiand,
which is now Bergen Beach, lony [z sand, its story of eariy exvloru-—
tion and internatiomal commerce ls an lntrisgulng reveiation,

Tais stwry begins with one Jan dariense Schenck Vun Bydecg, of
nobiz linesge, who was born in Amersfoort, flollsind, emigrated to New
Nether.iand, and in 1553 buiit this houss. His family line has been
traved back without = break to the fourtsenth century. Thsy were Lords
of Afferden. General Péter Schnenck Van Nydeci was born at Gosh in
1547. His =en ¥artin, born in 1534, was the father of the above men-
tioned founder of the family in America, whose name in Modern Snglish
was (Captain Jobhn Schenck.

Years before Jamailca Bay wus even dreamad of as a tersinuli for
ocean liners, Capt. Schencxk built Sehenck ‘harf on the end of 111
Is.and, and personally commanded the trading vessels wnich carried
mich of the imports and exrnorts betwson Yollarnd and the New Yorid.

This enterprising fraffie offeres o fine chance for imaginative fiction
inventes by some of the oldest innabitants of faormer years in Flatlands
and Berzen Beach. It wsas sald that Schencs was a lieutensint of thut
much maligned eitizen of New York, Captain Kidd. Somebody culled the
nouse "the gpirate house™. Eub ao aember of tne Schenck family, so fur
as discovered, ever 1eft a reeord of that crime against the iaw of

mations which governs the high seas. No taie of buried treasure has



The Schenci~Crooke Homesteud

ever been connected wihtin Will Islund, znd the movementis of Jartuin
Aidd wihen he came home ufter his alle riratical exn-dition are

tully recordsd in the

.Y JOndonial Mocurents

e dic not Louck bhul urb.of our coast.

setorical verity, ure assacivten wiin
tie vronarty in 1ts story throw s tisse auny yoacs,.  Fhen Daotuin

i

SeacnCi owned the Tearerty, it consisted of sbout Vo nnres of rotaand,

upland, and szlt marsh, YHis helrs soid the estate to Jorls Harisnse,

u
w

of Fiutwbush, for 2,500. This uev owner was master of the property.

¥

1

when the Hevolutlonary ¥ar broxs oub, and, wiile outwardly unsworving

in his ioyalty te Hing Seorge the Third, he ceontricuted liberally to tie
Patriot cause, -— in al. aboub #3,500. In tais house, Capt. Willium
darrener, whnen he made his famous midnight expsdition throu,h Flatbush,
captursd Majeor Honcriel of tie British aray.

From the M¥artense Iamily tne sreuverty pagserd

intn the wossosslon
off Gen. Philis S. Crooxs, and after diverse viclssitudes of ownecsuip
wzs Finally bousnt, arn’ is still owred, by The Atlantic, Zulf and

Pacifle Coamany.

-

ne Porezoing lacks, except the wovemsnts of Casbain Kidd,

nave been yuthere! taroush the regearcizes of Charlus il

Ditmas, author of Historic iomesteuds of Hings Counby; taovse

condacted umior tho direction of Ur, Perry Taliton, of boston,

aatnor of [listorie Buiidings Now Thunding in Ned ¥Yori vhich

were Srected srior te Bithtesn Mundred, 1ssued by tns fank

af the ¥anhattun Company (1514), and of Rumbics about ilstoric
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‘ .14.8R,0s<}
. : o Erooklyn, issued by the Frooklyn Trust Co. (18:8); and, o .

more recent.y, those of Haroid [, Fbei lein, aubaor of

¥anor Houses and HMistoric Homes of Lowmy Tsland and Stalen

Is.iand (199%). Those wrlters have drawn upon such Works
a3 the Ostrander ami Stiles nistarles of Bronikiyn; Pergen's

Furiy 3ettiers in Kines County; snd the Strong an? Treadwell

nistories of Flatbush opd Flatisnds. Thoge in turn have

cited original title-deens, yensaiogies, blograpnles, and

the pubiications of tne Long Islard Historiecal Soclety.

Negseription
4 ¥iatbussn Avenus cur brings the anbinuury or arciitect to the
ol Schenck-Crooke nonesigwl. Tz house has changed 1ittle durlng tne
. 228 ylars of its existence. It is typiecsily Tuten in every wiy, awnd,
38 Tberlein says, spows nll the coaracteristics comaon Yo the Dutceh
architecture of tne Tudsen Vuliey, bhe western nert of Long Issand, znd
anrtnern New Jersey. "In addition to the taorouchly Batavian outward
aspect, " ko sdds, it is interesting to note that tradition says Lhe
building was {raned by 2 ghip's cargenter,” in exasinatlon of the
interior fends to conlirm thal alilagation. Ths framing of the timbsrs
resecbles tast of shin construction.

The masgive firenlace stil. siands in the tiving-som, ond the
0ld beams, presumably taken Trom the hull of 4 shly wrecked mn the
coast about tie wiidle of tne geventecnth century, are well tresefved,
Other interestine de alls asxicar in bhe drawvines,

e

The creel hnat Foimerly ssay

spates the nouge from the painiand was

Filied ip many J2ars 2g0. 4 Sleture of the rwuse in 1319 shoms ivy-o.sd

walls, sna trees which shadet hive Long 1ow noren.
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From the porch may be geen an odd looktng milil, Eno%n a3 a.
Jerritsoa’s ¥ill. For two centuries it hos rested on the-shore of

the Strove #il, variousiy cuziles Gerritson's freeq o the

n
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In the Revolution, it is sald, the thrifty Duteh patriot
to British soldlers passing thst way woo were willing to pay the
price demanded in trose days ol scarcity -- one dolilar a pound.

The 1ittle stream still flows pulstly past by th: old wil:, and

not far wway are tnt zolf 1inks of the late Harry Payns Jhitney.

Eritten, May 3, 1934 by
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Toomas #. Hotchxiss

118 Pine Strest,
Pesiksxil., Hew fork.
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